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Political Roles of Thai Middle Classes in People's Alliance For Democracy
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Abstract

This research is the study of the political conflicts between the government of
police lieutenant colonel Thaksin Shinnawatra and People’s Alliance for Democracy
(PAD) during the year 2548 — 2549 B.E. to the main questions ;

(1) How did People's Alliance For Democracy (PAD) originate under the

government of police lieutenant colonel Thaksin Shinnawatra? and

(2) Why are the PAD’s movements noticed as Middle Classes movement?
The framework researcher chose to study is Neo-Marxist version of the concept of

the middle class proposed by Erik Olin Wright
The research’s results are

(1) the conflicts of interest of the ones who hasn’t gained the advantages
under the governing of the government of police lieutenant colonel Thaksin
Shinnawatra was the main cause to make them gathered to be People’s Alliance for
Democracy (PAD).

(2) The PAD political movements tended to be the middle class’s
movement because leading power tended to be expressed by the middle class’s

leaders and the movement style tended to be the middle class’s advantages.

Keywords : Middle Class, People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD), Thaksin’s

Regime
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