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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the relationship between the Jiravanon
Group and the Thaksin Government, along with the benefit that the
Jiravanon Group possibly obtained from the Japan-Thailand Economic
Partnership Agreement (JTEPA). The research used the following theories
as framework for the study: 1.Economic globalization and neo-liberalism;
2.State monopoly capitalism and crony capitalism; 3.The conflict of interest.
The study gathered information from public documents and interviews with

the relevant bureaucracy and the FTA Watch Group.

Following comprise the findings and analyses of the study. There is a
conflict of interest involved with JTEPA, while private gain is detected on
the part of the Jiravanon Group. The Jiravanon Group is a large corporation
with high food production technology; and it is known to have supported the
Thai Rak Thai Party. As a result, the Group manages to acquire business
advantages from the trade of its main products, consisting of chickens,
shrimps, and fruits, as well as the opportunity in brand building in the
Japanese market. These result in a large amount of yearly income of the
Company. On the other hand, there are losses of the following public
interest. First, Thailand agreed to remove rice products out of trade
negotiation under JTEPA, in exchange for the export of chickens, shrimps,
and processed foods. Second, some import of hazardous waste is allowed into
Thailand. Third, The Japanese are allowed to patent micro-organisms
originated in Thailand. In overall, aside from the losses of tangible benefits
on the part of Thailand, the Thai public health and ecology are possibly
affected by JTEPA. These are the costs of benefit possibly gathered by the

Jiravanon Group.
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